
CHAPTER

Deductive coding with
AI

2025-12-15 Deductive coding with AI 1 / 4 © Causal Map Ltd 2025 · CC BY-NC 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


CONTENTS

The deductive autocoding prompt
The deductive autocoding prompt

2025-12-15 Deductive coding with AI 2 / 4 © Causal Map Ltd 2025 · CC BY-NC 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


The deductive autocoding prompt

Causal coding is fascinating but can take a lot of time. Using AI to

help you is pretty easy, especially if you provide a codebook of factor

labels which the AI has to use, as we will explain in this chapter,

when we've finished it!

Using a pre-defined codebook is simple. If you instead let the AI invent its own labels,

you have to worry about how to combine all the hundreds or even thousands of labels

which it might create. The following chapter looks at what happens when you do not
provide a codebook: Intro -- inductive auto-coding
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The deductive autocoding prompt
Question: I already have a codebook I want the AI to use. How to work this codebook into the
prompt?

Do you want to:

a. stick only to the codebook
b. stick to codebook mostly but code other stuff too which does not fit into the codebook. If you

do this, make it add an additional tag so you can easily find and exclude those if you want,

e.g. [new]

c. A good compromise, if your codebook is hierarchical, say: you have to stick to level 1 (or level
2) of the hierarchy but you can improvise the last part of the label.

Try that with one iteration and see what you need to do for one or more subsequent iterations in

terms of insisting on it really following that rule as well as following other rules like making more

connected stories.

Question: Also, am I right in thinking for the codebook I should include pos and neg sentiments
for different labels? (e.g. if I have 'increased income' I should include 'decreased income'?

Yes! If you expect both, then give both. But don't get confused with the world of magnets in soft

recoding, where a decrease in blah blah might get attracted to the magnet increase in blah blah ,

so in that case getting the AI to code sentiment as well is a good way to distinguish between the
two. But that problem should not appear in the same way with an explicit codebook. If you are

going to offer explicit codes, including pairs like that, you probably don't need to get it to code

sentiment at all unless you want that for other reasons.
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